
A SPECIAL VISITOR FROM TANZANIA 

 

Naomi Saulo is the hard working, indispensable, volunteer treasurer for the CHES programme in Katesh. 
More than two years ago she expressed a wish to visit Canada. We did what we could to support her 
application for a Visa but, as so often happens with applicants from sub-Sahara Africa, it was rejected. 
We encouraged her to try again and supported her application with all sorts of material including what 
turned out to be a game-changing letter from Elizabeth May, MP. Naomi arrived into YVR on September 
4, 2018. There her Canadian Odyssey began. 

Naomi paid her for her own ticket and all expenses while in Canada were covered by CHES directors and 
supporters who hosted her in a series of venues. 

 

VANCOUVER 

 

Naomi arrived after a long flight via Amsterdam 
and Edmonton. Joy Ruffeski, her host, took her 
to Costco, MEC and various malls to “kit her 
out”. Drives around the Lower Mainland enabled 
her to appreciate the beauty of Greater 
Vancouver while a salmon dinner in White Rock 
allowed other Directors the chance to meet her. 
The CHES AGM was held on September 8. Naomi 
was passed over to the Harkers who ferried her 
to Vancouver Island after the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



VICTORIA 

Naomi was hosted in Sidney by Chris and Catriona Harker. During her brief stay she visited two schools 
one of which will be sending 34 students to Katesh in March, the other, an elementary school which has 
supported CHES for the last 17 years. She dined with multiple friends most of whom she herself had 
hosted in Katesh. She was the guest of honour at a Tea for friends of CHES, visited a rain forest, Butchart 
Gardens, UVic, downtown, Sidney, and was introduced to a variety of (to her) new food experiences. We 
then ferried back to the Mainland and drove her to Kamloops. 

 

KAMLOOPS 

The Harkers hosted her at their lakeside cottage on Pinantan Lake. She met numerous CHES supporters 
in Kamloops, among them Don Fraser who, with then wife Linda Breault, was responsible for initiating 
the Tanzanian CHES programme. 
Naomi greatly enjoyed another 
Tea and a visit to Sun Peaks, one 
of BC’s premier interior ski 
resorts. Weather prevented her 
from experiencing her first ride 
on a chair lift.  

On September 16 we drove her 
more than 500 kms to Canmore. 
We stopped en route for photo 
ops, brief hikes and at 
Craigellachie, site of the pounding 
of the last CPR spike.  She was 
impressed with our evergreen 
hillsides, jagged mountains, 
distant glaciers, uninhabited 
spaces, multitudinous lakes, 
informative signage, friendly 



people and the chili at Tim Horton’s. 

 

A planned picnic on the Icefield parkway was thwarted thanks to six inches of snow on the picnic table – 
which was in itself for her, a unique experience. As was her first snowball fight with Chris. 



 

In Canmore, on September 17 we met Robb and Jeanette Taylor who had driven from Lumsden, near 
Regina to collect her.  

 

 

LUMSDEN SK. 

 Of special interest to Naomi throughout the long drive with 
overcast skies to Lumsden were herds of buffalo and 
antelope and the many long trains moving goods and 
resources in both directions. Meal experiences while with 
the Taylors included perogies, Ukrainian sausages, several 
multi person potlucks and even a visit to McDonalds! 

Excursions included visits to museums, libraries, a curling 
rink where she walked on ice for the first time, a lake (where 
she didn’t walk on water), a solar powered and heated home 
and greenhouse, a teepee and an early morning sighting of 
beavers at work around their lodge. There were also several 
opportunities to participate in the Taylor’s recycling 
programme that generates enough income to support a 
CHES girl. 



Naomi was 
fascinated by 
Sask. wildlife 

Bison – on AB/Sask. border 

Whitetail stag in Lumsden 

Pronghorn Antelope – AB/SK border 

Moose Jaw’s 
Famous 
Moose 



A settler’s log home 

An Ice Hockey arena 

Scarecrows in Lumsden 

Long Lake near 
Regina 

Teepee 

Out & about 
in Lumsden 



“Dumpster Diving for recycling” 
Naomi sees how Lumsden supports CHES 



Naomi meets Roy. 
He and his wife have 
sponsored FIVE girls 

Meet & Greet. 
Almost 50 

people met 
Naomi over 2 
evenings in 
Lumsden 

Naomi met many people in Lumsden and 
Regina area who support CHES. 



Naomi met Bob 
Nadurak & toured 
his solar heated 

greenhouse and his 
solar powered 

home. 

She also met 
Michele and 

saw her 
greenhouse 

More ideas for feeding our CHES girls 



Totem poles, geese, scarecrows, Long Lake, Legislature, And a BLIZZARD 



On September 22 Robb and Jeanette drove Naomi to Sara Williams’ home in Saskatoon. En route, Naomi 
was witness to an early prairie blizzard. This pleased her more than it did the Taylors! 

 

SASKATOON SK. 

More to come… 

 

Continue on for more photos! 
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